POCONO MOUNTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Reading Enhancement: Grade 7

Course Description:
Reading Enhancement for grade 7 will focus on Common Core Standards, learning strategies, and test faking

skills for the grade 7 PSSA tests. Primary content focus will be based on integration of previous student
deficiencies based on data into the relevant grade 7 PSSA Eligible Content Standards. Continued progress
monitoring and guided personalized instruction of non-proficient skill areas will be incorporated into lessons and
assignments to help ensure master of eligible content standards.

Students will receive 55 minutes of reading instruction in addition to their regularly scheduled ELA class. The
additional time for instruction will be scheduled in place of one out of the two related arts rotations for 90 days.
Ongoing communication between the Reading Enhancement teacher, students and parents will occur
through progress reports, report cards, phone contacts, email, conferences, etc.

Student Selection:

Students were recommended for this 55 minute class based on the following criteria:
e PSSA Scores
e Marking period grades and local benchmark assessments

Best Practice:
Core instructional content based on eligible content standards will be reinforced through the use of:
e Directinstruction
Teacher feedback
Common Core Appendix B Exemplars
Starter Passages
Thoughtful questioning:
*"Through the art of thoughtful questioning teachers can exiract not only factual information, but aid
leamers in : connecting concepts, making inferences, increasing awareness, encouraging creative and
imaginative thought, aiding critical thinking processes, and generally helping learners explore deeper
levels of knowing, thinking, and understanding”.
Personalized instruction
Interactive small group cliques
Continued review and teacher modeling
Independent practice
Computer assisted technology (Ex. Studylsland and other resources listed in curriculum)
Researched based learning strategies
Constructed response through guided and independent assignments
Other research based strategies/activities as per class and individual needs
*Erickson, H.L.(2007) Concept-based curriculum and insfruction for the thinking classroom.

Data and Assessment:
Students' academic histories as per Performance Plus, teacher in-put as well as report cards will be utilized to
identify areas of need.

Ongoing Assessment:
As each concept is faught, teachers will frack proficiency using a checklist based on eligible content
standards.
= Deficiencies will be addressed through perscnalized assignments, remediation techniques, and review
lessons to help students meet proficiency.
o Formative and summative assessments will be utilized as part of classroom assessment practices.
o Diagnostic assessments including the CDT's, IR, CBA's, STAR and Studylsland assessments will be
used as additional information for differentiation.
= All assessments will be shared through communication between the Reading
Enhancement and 7t grade ELA feachers on an ongoing basis.




A post-test will be given to determine growth of each student atf the end of the 90 days.
o Student data from the post-test will be distributed fo students’ year-long ELA teacher for review and use
in addressing any additional areas of need.
e Post-test information will also be used to continually evaluate the Reading Enhancement course focus
and strategies.

Differentiating Instruction:
Studylsland, Reading Coach, PSSA Released Items, and other resources listed in the curriculum will be utilized to
help differentiate instruction based on student data and needs.




Pocono Mountain Reading Enhancement Course

Students entering the seventh and eighth grades, who are not reading on grade
level, have a variety of reading intervention needs. No single program or strategy
can be successful in remediating the needs of all students. Therefore, it is
necessary to implement a combination of research-based interventions and
strategies, based on the Common Core Standards, which have been proven
successful in accelerating the development of reading skills in struggling readers.

Instruction for struggling readers will be explicit and systematic. Teachers will
provide direct explanations (modeling) and systematic practice opportunities
(guided instruction), as well as carefully managed cumulative review to insure
concept mastery. Pocono Mountain has many resources in place to support this
type of instruction.

Improving the reading proficiency and achievement of our struggling readers
fequires intensive intervention. True intensive intervention must be provided
through increased instructional time, taught by certified reading specialists, in
reading enhancement classes. The intensity of the intervention will be
determined using the most recent data available from reliable and valid
assessments.

Reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing competencies are integrated
throughout students’ learning experiences provided in our Reading Enhancement
course.

Based on the assessment data, Instruction and materials will accommodate the
individual needs of students.

Technology is available for students to support and enhance development of
competencies in reading.




Students will be provided with independent-level reading resources,

incorporated on a daily basis through a variety of genres and cultures allowing for
the greatest degree of student choice.

Teachers are responsible for monitoring students’ independent reading to ensure
students are actively engaged in the reading process. Students will be held
accountable for their independent reading. Progress monitoring will be
continuous.

Given the relationship between reading fluency and reading comprehension,
activities targeted at increasing both rate and accuracy will be included in the
PMSD Reading Enhancement Program for those students showing deficiency in
these areas. Regular fluency checks will be given, comprehension will be
monitored by follow-up questions, as well as passage retell.

Formal and informal testing will determine the duration of the students’
enhancement experience.

It is the goal of Pocono Mountain, that every student graduates reading on grade
level.
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